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Community Association 
Christmas - ‘Carols on the Green’ on Christmas Eve was 
very well attended and the charity collection raised £795 for Mesothelioma 
UK.  Thank you for your support. 
60 Plus Lunch Party - Following the success of last year’s 60 Plus lunch 
Party, we once again joined with Waterbeach Primary School to hold a 
similar event this year.  On 3rd February our residents over 60 were invited 
into the school and enjoyed a roast dinner served by children from years 5/6.  
They were then entertained with a performance by the children in years 3 
and 4, of Scheherazade (Tales of the 1001 Arabian Nights).  The afternoon 
was rounded off with tea and cakes, kindly provided by the ladies from the 
WI and Waterbeach Wives.  A collection at the end raised £150.04 towards 
new books for the children.   
Feast 2011 - 11th June - We are continuing through the alphabet and the 
theme this year is ‘Something beginning with E....’.  In this edition of Beach 
News you will find the various forms needed to join in the activities.  Pitch 
Booking form, page 23 and Parade Entry form, page 6, for all entries into the 
parade – floats, family & friends groups, walking groups etc.  This year the 
Community Association will be running a Cake Competition for children and 
adults (that’s you too, gentlemen!).  What do you have to do?  – Simple! 
Bake a cake, decorate it and bring it to the Green on the morning of 
Saturday, 11th June, between 10.30 and 11.30 on a named disposable plate. 
Your entry will be judged and the Best Cake will win a fantastic prize! 
Further details and an entry form can be found on page 18. 
All the entry forms can also be found on our website www.waterbeach.org  
Please note that this is the only edition of Beach News to contain the forms, 
as the next edition will be published after the closing date for entries. 
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Waterbeach Primary School  
 

Once again it has been a very busy half term!  There are many exciting 
things happening every day at our school and I would like to share a few 
with you. As you may know, Waterbeach will have a new Sure Start 
Children’s Centre provided by the County Council which will open later this 
year on the school site. The Children’s Centre will provide advice and 
support for parents from pregnancy until their child starts school.  Our new 
Centre will provide support for Waterbeach, Landbeach, Chittering and 
Milton.   
 

It is because of this new centre that we are witnessing some changes 
around our school - most noticeably from the outside -   the development of 
our new classrooms.  We are pleased to see that the builders have made 
fantastic progress; the classrooms are being plastered and should be ready 
for the children by April. 
 

The front of the school has had a great deal of preparation for the new 
Children’s Centre, with pipes and pavements being laid.. Once the children 
from the Polar Bears and Penguins class have moved out of their two 
classrooms, the builders will begin to refurbish these for the Children’s 
Centre. 
 

Alongside these developments, Mrs Johnstone has been busy organising 
the planting of our new orchard with native species and fruit trees.  The 
planting will take place on Friday, 18 February.  The orchard will be sited 
behind the Scout Hut to the west side of the playing field.  The orchard will 
be a place for children to develop.  Tony Hilliard of Histon has made a 
fantastic sculpture of Winnie The Pooh from reclaimed metal (I’m sure many 
of you will have seen his garden on the Histon Road!)  which will be placed 
in the orchard.  We hope it will be a place for children and adults to enjoy for 
years to come. 
 

Finally our school was visited by Jeff Rich, former drummer from Status 
Quo, who gave a Masterclass in drumming for the children this week.  This 
was greatly enjoyed and many of the children had a lot of fun playing a wide 
variety of drums.  It was a morning to remember for adults and children 
alike. 
 

And so on to Spring – I can’t wait to see what the lighter days and warmer 
weather will bring …..                  Jane Green - Headteacher 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  The school will be closed for major electrical work between 
Monday, 11th April and Monday, 26th April 2011.   There will be no community 
activities during this period.  
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40 Years On 
 

Forty years ago this spring we saw an advertisement for new houses being 
built in a ‘quiet close overlooking the church and churchyard in Waterbeach’. 
And so it was that we moved in to St John’s Close in October 1971 when we 
got married. Two moves later we are still living in Waterbeach. 
 

What has changed?  
 

The village has grown enormously since 1971. Whitmore Way, Lode Avenue 
the Mill Road/Glebe Road development, Providence Way, Denson Close, 
Vicarage Close, Jubilee Close, Winfold Road, Levitt Lane and many other 
smaller developments did not exist. I remember a garage on the site of 
Providence Way, a small shop, petrol pumps and damp caravan site  where 
Whitmore Way is now, and ponies grazing in an orchard where the double 
garaged houses in Way Lane stand. The entrance to Vicarage close was the 
site of the splendid old vicarage which had become a donkey farm and was 
sadly almost derelict. 
 

Someone returning today after a 40 year gap might not be aware at first of 
the big growth in population because so much of the development has been 
away from the centre 
of the village, though 
they might be 
surprised to enter the 
village from the right of 
the Slap Up rather that 
the left, as Car Dyke 
Road was not opened 
until 1976.What they 
would notice would be 
the change in the 
shops.  In 1971 it was 
hardly necessary to 
leave the village to get 
all one needed, and 
shopping was a lovely 
social occasion. As 
well  as  two   butchers  
SJ Bull and Son (still 
open today,now Phillip 
Bull) and Mike Farrer 
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there was George Gifford’s green grocers, and the self-service Co-op (now 
the pink building on Greenside) run by a lovely team of ladies. There were 

two other grocers, the Post 
Office, a shoe menders and 
Bob Roberts (now One Stop) 
which sold not only 
newspapers but all sorts of 
useful haberdashery items 
and children’s clothes. Mrs 
Nicholls sold knitting wool 
and Elsenham jams (there 
must have been other  

things too)  in her shop in Rose Villa near the Post Office and  I’m sure I 
remember the shop which is now Coopers Hairstylist, selling ladies’ clothes 
amongst other things. Village stores (though not called that then) was there 
and Nice’s garage sold petrol as well as cars. We had a branch of Lloyds 
bank and the treasure trove which was Leland’s hardware store whose stock 
included amongst other things pots of paint, nails, tools, light bulbs and 
gardening supplies. If something was not stocked it could be ordered. I still 
miss being able to nip out for a few screws of the right size or a paint brush if 
I decided on some DIY on the spur of the moment. 
 

There were two buses an hour each way to Cambridge and Ely, but travel by 
train was not like it is today.  In 1971 the railway station had a manned level 
crossing and signal box. On winter mornings  Danny, the station man,  
would light a fire in the waiting room  for the early travellers. There were two 
or three of us going to Ely on the morning train and perhaps  half a dozen 
travelling to Cambridge or London on the Fenman. I think there were 
perhaps three or four more stopping trains each way during the rest of the 
day and none on Sundays. Once the early morning rush hour had departed 
Danny would open and close the level crossing gates and tend a small 
flower garden. Electrification brought the rebuilding of the southbound 
platform on the other side of the road, extension of the northbound platform 
and demolition of the old grey station master’s house and waiting room. A 
much better service, but without the character of those early days. 
 

Despite the changes, not all of them described here, living in Waterbeach 
doesn’t feel that different from 40 years ago, though parking in the centre of 
the village is unimaginably more difficult!  The community is still bound 
together by Beach News and the Feast (both started shortly before we 
came) and the other community events which the Community Association 
and the many different village groups run. It is still a good place to live! 
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The Salvation Army 
 

This year The Salvation Army will be celebrating 125 years of 
continued presence and service within the community of Waterbeach.  As 
part of the celebrations they will be holding their Anniversary Celebration 
Service at Waterbeach Primary School on Saturday 7th May 2011 at 7.00pm 
and continue on Sunday at 10am and 5pm at the hall on Station Road.   
 

This celebration is open to all to attend, our Band and Choir will be taking 
part and our guests for the weekend are Colonels Brian & Rosalie Peddle 
who are Chief Secretary and Territorial Secretary for Women’s Ministries 
respectively.  They have both served as Officers in The Salvation Army for 
many years, both in the UK and overseas, originating from Canada. 
 

We would like to take this opportunity to invite you all to share with us on this 
special occasion. There will also be other events taking place later in the 
year – watch out for the posters! 
 

If you require any further details contact Kevin or Wendy on 01223 506217 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Waterbeach WI 
 
 

 

We started the Spring Season with our Annual meeting when we 
elected new members to the committee and reviewed the past 
year. We had a talk on the Women reaching Women Campaign and this will 
reach a climax on Women’s International Day to be held in the Church 
Room on the 8th March from 10-00am to 4.00pm. Everybody welcome on 
this day. Pop in or stay, refreshments will be available all day. 
We have been very pleased to welcome some new members to the group 
this year and we hope with a good programme and other activities that this 
will continue.  
On 10th March we set out to improve our health with the help of a talk on 
Aloe Vera.  On the 14th April one of our members who has been working on 
the Olympic Site is going to give us an update on the developments as it 
gets closer to the opening date for the Games. Our May meeting will give us 
an inside view of running a Bed & Breakfast Guest House. 
 

In between our meetings there will be the start of the Darts Matches played 
at the Beach Club where we also hold a social evening on Thursday 24th 
February. Visitors are always welcome at our meetings on the 2nd Thursday 
in the month in St John’s Church room at 7-30pm. Car Park behind church. 
 

If you would any further information about the Waterbeach W.I. please 
contact Jane Gibb President on 01223 721194 
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Waterbeach Feast Parade Entry 2011 
 

The theme for this year’s Feast is ‘Something beginning with E....’ If you would like to join in 
the parade please complete and return the form below by 13th May 2011 to register your entry.  
The parade is open to floats, walking groups and individuals and there is no entry fee. 
There are 4 categories and the best in each category will be awarded with a trophy. 
 

 Infant   Junior    Adult   Friends and Family 
 

Please note 
• All registered parade entries are to gather on the field behind the Scout Hut at Waterbeach 

School 
• Judging will commence at approximately 1.45pm and all entries need to be in position 

prior to this time 
• Judging will also take place during the parade 
• Parade will leave the school grounds at 2pm 
• The Parade will travel via; High Street, Greenside, Chapel Street, St Andrews Hill, Way 

Lane, Cattells Lane, High Street, Greenside. 
• Parade Presentations will be made in the arena on the Green at the end of the parade at 

approx. 2.45pm 
• Each parade entry is required to provide parade marshal/s. Hi-Vis vests can be provided. 
• All vehicles must be road worthy and have appropriate insurance 

 

The Feast Committee would like to emphasise how important it is to ensure that there are no 
accidents whilst the procession is in motion.  The Feast Committee cannot accept liability for 
negligence on the part of organisers of parade entries. Please ensure your own safety and 
that of members of your group. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Please complete and return to 5 Spurgeons Avenue, Waterbeach, Cambridge CB25 9NU by 
13th May 2011 to register your entry. 
 

I/we wish to enter the Waterbeach Feast Day Parade.   
 
Entry will be (please tick)  Float         Float & walking group        Walking group  Other  
 
Organisation/Group Name........................................................................................................... 
 

Name of entry.............................................................................................................................. 
 

Contact name.............................................................................................................................. 
 

Address....................................................................................................................................... 
 

..................................................................................................................................................... 
 

Phone ...............................................................Email................................................................. 
 

Category (please tick) Infant  Junior  Adult  Friends & Family 
 
 

Number of people taking part...................................................................................................... 
 
 

Nominated marshal/s.......................................................Phone................................................. 
 
 

Signed....................................................................................................Date............................... 
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Toddler Playgroup 
 
The Spring Term has seen much success with our 
fundraising activities, most notably the annual Auction of Promises that 
raised over £2200 which will go towards new bikes for outdoor play, aprons 
for painting and arts and crafts as well as many other bits and pieces which 
will enhance the learning and enjoyment of the children. Our thanks go to 
David Palmer, our professional auctioneer, the people from the village who 
bid on the many items and to The White Horse for hosting the event. 
 

We are already gearing up for our next event, the spring Nearly New Sale, 
on Saturday, April 2nd, 2011 in the Waterbeach School Hall. Please, if you 
have any good condition clothes, toys, nursery items and more, think about 
selling with us! We are combining this with our Mothers’ Day Cake Stall, so 
you will find delicious cakes and refreshments while you shop! 
 

For those of you who want to learn more about us, our website has been 
remodelled and we now also have a blog at 
http://waterbeachtoddlerplaygroup.blogspot.com as well as a Facebook 
page. These are great places to find out about our recent news and 
fundraising events and to get into contact with us. We have also started to 
recycle inkjet cartridges and mobile phones, so please drop them into 
Playgroup if you have some laying about! 
 

Our team is led by Wayne Badcock who is assisted by Lesley Moxon, Tricia 
Palmer, Gina Clark and Ceri Hill.  The team between them have many years 
of service at Waterbeach Toddler Playgroup. 
 

Waterbeach Toddler Playgroup has been running for over 20 years, and we 
are based down Burgess Road (off Way Lane).  Children are welcome from 
aged 2 ½ to 4 (pre-school year).  We offer specialised pre-school sessions 
on a Monday and Wednesday afternoon from 12.00 till 3.00pm, with 
sessions for the younger age group (2 ½ - 3 ½) from 9.00 till 11.30am on 
Monday and Wednesday mornings.  On Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 
mornings we hold mixed sessions, which are open to both age groups, from 
9.00am till 12.00pm (with optional lunch sessions from 12.00 till 1.00pm at a 
small extra charge).  Thanks to Nursery Funding money from the 
government, our fees are free to parents from the term after your child is 
three.  Committee members, staff, and parents are always happy to talk 
about their experiences of the playgroup, and our door is always open to 
parents wanting to have a look around, just turn up during one of the session 
times listed above.  Alternatively you can contact Wayne Badcock on 
07808357729 or wayne@waterbeachtoddlerplaygroup.org.uk.  



8 
 

School Choir at the O2 Arena 
 
A couple of weeks ago I had the enormous privilege to go with 41 members 
of the school choir as they participated in the huge event called ‘Young 
Voices’.   Each year over 2,500 schools with 90,000 children take part in this 
concert at one of 14 
venues across the 
country.  This year’s 
event was raising funds 
for the children’s cancer 
charity CLIC Sargent.  
The children of 
Waterbeach choir had 
spent the last six 
months with their 
teacher rehearsing over 
15 songs to sing along with thousands of other children at the O2 arena.  
Everyone was very excited as we boarded the bus at mid-morning; we 
arrived at the amazing arena at lunchtime and were quickly in our seats and 
practising our smooth dance moves and working with the inspirational 
conductor who very quickly had every one of the thousands of children 

hanging on his every word.    
It was a very long day! After 
3 hours of rehearsals we 
stopped for tea and then 
with eager anticipation 
awaited the arrival of family 
and friends.  Everyone 
looked like little dots in the 
huge arena but most 
families came prepared 

with binoculars.   We knew we had been spotted and waved hands and 
banners.  The concert started at 7.30 and every child in the place sang and 
danced for 2 solid hours.   We finally made it back onto the coach at 10.30 
and got back to Waterbeach after midnight with very tired but very proud and 
happy children.  As a parent and a governor at the school I cannot begin to 
express my pride in our children.  They sang their hearts out, danced their 
socks off and smiled and smiled and smiled.  

Sara Noel - Deputy Chair to Governors and Parent of Y4 child 
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Royal British Legion 
Our Chairman, Mr Glenn Hawkins sadly passed away on 27th December 
2010.  Glenn who joined the Legion in 1982 held many posts within the 
branch over the years.  Most people will remember him as Parade Marshal 
at Remembrance Day services and reading the lesson in church.  Along with 
his wife, he collected in the Station Road area for many years until ill health 
stopped him.  To his wife and family we offer condolences and thanks for 
their help over the years. 
 

The Poppy collection within the village in November 2010 raised £3749.63.  
Thanks you for your support and we also thank the staff at Lloyds Bank, 
Mitchams Corner for checking the tins for us. 
 

On Wednesday 10th November we received an invitation for some ex-
service people to attend a ‘Heroes Day’ at Waterbeach School, along with 
members of the Royal Engineers.  After a lively question and answer 
session in the classrooms we enjoyed a first class dinner with the children.  
BBC reporter Mike Liggins was there with a cameraman and a report was 
shown on BBC Look East evening news.   
We all noted how respectful the children were and we say thank you for a 
wonderful day. At the end of the day the children presented a cheque for 
£103.25 for the Poppy Appeal. 
 

We are having a Social on March 26th in the Beach Social Club and always 
welcome new people to join us.  Please contact Norman on 01223 474622 
should you wish to attend or for any information on the Royal British Legion. 
 

Library Facilities 
Waterbeach Independent Lending Library, on the Waterbeach School site, is 
your local Library Access Point (LAP) for Cambridgeshire Libraries, where 
you can use your Cambridgeshire Libraries ticket (or join), return books 
borrowed from other libraries, request books from other libraries, etc. The 
library is open on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays - see our 
display advertisement for details.  

 

Easter closure - The library will be closed from Monday 11th April to Friday 
29th while work is carried out on the electricity supply to the school site. 
 

Changes at the library - Waterbeach library now has its own Facebook 
page; this can easily be found by clicking on the link at the village web site 
(www.waterbeach.org.uk) 
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So far, cuts to the county library service have affected us in three ways. 
Firstly, the County no longer sends a letter to inform you when your book 
requests have arrived; if you have an e-mail address known to the library 
service, then that will be used; otherwise, one of the Waterbeach librarians 
will telephone you. Secondly, the delivery and collection of books by the 
library service now takes place only fortnightly, instead of weekly. Lastly, the 
county will no longer be sending us “rotating stock” (“LAP books”) every 
month; consequently, any donations of recent titles would be particularly 
welcome. 
During the Christmas break the librarians were busy reorganising the library 
– moving the children’s area, to give it more space (children are our largest 
group of users); and merging the LAP books with the rest of our stock. 
 

School visit - Most classes at the school will be visiting the library on 16th 
February to discover how it works and what it has to offer. 
 

Book clubs meeting - At the meeting on 9th February, attended by 17 
people, two new book clubs were started, one meeting on Monday 
mornings, the other on Wednesday evenings. For further information please 
contact Jill Briggs (860969) 
 

Volunteers sought - We would welcome more volunteers to help in the 
library. If you could assist for two hours once a month, or more frequently, 
please contact Jill Briggs (860969) or Kate Grant (511455) for more 
information. 
 

Mobile library visits to Waterbeach and Landbeach - The mobile library 
now calls just once a month, on the second Monday, so upcoming dates are 
14th March, 11th April, and 9th May. Timings are: Waterbeach – Denson 
Close 13:30-14:00; Waterbeach – The Green 14:05-14:25; Waterbeach – 
Chapel Close 14:30-14:50; Waterbeach – Buchanan Centre 14:55-15:30; 
Landbeach – 9 High Street 15:40-16:20. 
For more information, see http://hipweb.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/mobiles/, or 
ask at any library. 
 

Arthritis Research UK 
 

Thank you very much indeed to everyone who supported Arthritis Research 
in Waterbeach during 2010.  We raised £1748 which is already being used 
to find a cure for this very painful, crippling disease. 
Thank you also to everyone who donated toiletries, make-up, towels and 
bed linen to the Whitechapel Women’s Refuge. 

Shirley Randall 
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Waterbeach Cultural Collective 
 

As you are hopefully aware, the village has embarked on an exciting arts 
project in partnership with Morris Homes, developers of the Cam-locks 
estate, and the District Council. A group of interested villagers set up 
Waterbeach Cultural Collective and an artist in residence, Emma Smith, was 
commissioned to work with us. 
 

Saturday, 27th November saw the first event of this partnership, the creation 
of a huge three-dimensional map of the village (and Landbeach and 
Chittering) in Waterbeach School Hall, instigated by Emma. 
 

Well over 200 people, of all ages, took part in the event, creating buildings 
and places important to them, often their homes, but also pubs, the Rec., 
shops and other public places. Great fun was had; great creativity and 
imagination were displayed by all, with not a little skill. 
 

The finished map was huge and very beautiful, reflecting the passion and 
care brought to it by the villagers. It was very carefully documented by 
Emma and will form the basis of a poster to become available to villagers in 
the Spring. It will form part of the Living Museum reflecting Village life. 
 

The Living Museum is an uber-concept by Emma Smith, reflecting the 
experience and preoccupations of people in Waterbeach, and includes a 
series of inclusive events and processes set in train which will furnish the 
museum exhibits. The Living Museum is an on-going artwork with points of 
access for different sections of the community at different times which will 
furnish the museum exhibits. It is not aimed primarily at one group, but is 
equally available for all. 
 

New projects are planned for 2011 the first of which is an open call for 
stories, poems or articles relating to Waterbeach and in response to the 
starting point ‘The Day I….’  All contributions will be published on the Living 
Museum website and a number of which will be selected to be published in a 
book.  Please send submissions to info@thelivingmuseum.co.uk or to Chris 
Evans, 49 Way Lane, Waterbeach, CB25 9NQ by 6th May 2011. 
 

Get writing!  We’re happy to get poems, sci-fi, historical romance, letters 
memoirs, any type of writing welcome. 
 

Look out to our forthcoming creative surgery, details to follow, where you will 
be able to get writing first aid for your entry, or just come along to have a go. 
 

For more information please visit the project website: 
www.thelivingmuseum.co.uk or check the Waterbeach cultural Collective 
Facebook page. 
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Sustainable Parish Energy Partnership 
As the Beach News illustrates so well, Waterbeach and Landbeach are 
thriving communities. There are many clubs, associations and groups 
providing facilities and support for the local people. A new group is about to 
be formed, with the support of Waterbeach Parish Council, to look at ways 
we might reduce energy consumption in the village in order to reduce our 
local contribution to climate change and reduce energy bills. The group will 
be supported by South Cambs District Council which now has 23 member 
parishes under the “Sustainable Parish Energy Partnership” (SPEP) 
scheme. 
 

We hope that with the support of people from the community we’ll be able 
undertake various interesting and challenging projects. Other parishes have 
been able to: 

• Provide advice to people about how to insulate their homes 
• Provide information about grants available for home improvements 
• Organise car clubs and car sharing 
• Run courses for people to learn how to reduce their own carbon 

footprint 
• Share ideas about growing your own fruit and vegetables 
• Improve awareness of energy consumption by loaning energy monitors 

and undertaking thermal imaging of homes to see where the heat is 
escaping 

• Set up community renewable energy schemes 
 

If you’re interested in climate change issues and would like to join the group 
we’d like to welcome you to a meeting at St John’s Church Hall at 7.30p.m. 
on Wednesday 30 March. You don’t need to have any expertise in this area 
just an interest in climate change and energy issues. If you would like to find 
out more beforehand please contact Paul Bearpark on (01223) 571512 or 
email paul@bearpark.org.uk. Tea, coffee and biscuits will be served and 
we’re looking forward to lots of discussion about the projects we might 
undertake. 
 

Landbeach Knit and Natter Group 
 

We (the Landbeach Knit and Natter Group), held a Coffee Morning on 
Saturday 27th November in our Village Hall for ‘Help for Heroes’.   It was 
advertised around the Beach Villages and was widely supported.   
Our very grateful thanks to all who supported this event - the total raised 
was… £770.26p 
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Gardening Club 
 

In December the Gardening Year was closed with the 
Christmas Social, held in the Church Hall.  The evening was well attended 
by members and guests and they were entertained by the All Saints Hand 
Bell Ringers, who stimulated our phagocytes to sing along with a medley of 
Christmas Carols.  The members brought along a fine selection of Christmas 
delights and we all enjoyed a glass of wine with the buffet which was 
followed by a ‘Gentle Quiz’ and a ‘Picture Caption’ competition. 
 

As a prelude to the serious business of the forthcoming Gardening Year the 
social whirl continued with the New Year Meal for members and guests.  
This was held at the Lazy Otter on the evening of 20th January. 
 

Can you help? - In addition to attending their own 
gardens, coming to the monthly series of talks and 
summer visits, members of the Club are busily engaged 
in growing ‘plants for sale’ for the Club stand at the 
annual village Feast.  The Club is now hoping to help 
Waterbeach School with their ‘Gardening in Schools’ 
project.  The primary need is for plants for temporary 
bedding and more permanent plantings.  Can you help?  
At this stage any surplus materials: seeds, bulbs, 
cuttings, potted plants, have a potential use, and by    
the contacting the Club (Peter Dixon 01223 860280) we 
can collect and pass on.                                            

 
 
 

Forthcoming Events: in the Church Hall at 7.45pm 
Thurs 17th March    Peter Dixon (Chairman W & DGC) - “GM and all that Jazz” 
Thurs 19th May        Roy Nunn - “Hardy Geraniums, Lillies and Hellebores” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Waterbeach Rainbows 
 
 

Rainbows are part of Girl Guiding UK for 5 - 7 year olds.  
Diana and Gill have been running the Waterbeach Rainbows for 21 years, 
but will be leaving in July at the end of the summer term. In order for the 
group to continue some new adult leaders are needed 
The Rainbow group is full and we have a waiting list, so it is still as popular 
with the girls as it always has been.  We meet on a Wednesday evening 
from 5pm until 6pm 
Please ring Diana on 01223 861398 or Gill on 01223 861301 for more 
details. 

“Why Oh Why did I enter the 
  Spring Bulb Competition?” 
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The ‘Beach News’ Story 
In the beginning. . . .‘Beach News’ was without doubt the most ambitious 
project that Waterbeach Community Association ever conceived and it is a 
surprise to some people that is still going strong after all these years. It has 
always been a genuine ‘community’ project involving many different people 
who, with varied skills and gladly giving up many hours of their precious 

time, have contributed to the success of 
the magazine for almost forty years. 
It started when Waterbeach School, 
under headteacher Roger Kilsby, was 
designated by the County Council as a 
‘Community’ school. This meant, among 
other things, that there were 
responsibilities to the local community 
by way of making available various 

school facilities that could be utilised by local groups after school hours, and 
the Waterbeach Community Association was formed to enable the 
requirements of the various affiliated groups to be identified and addressed 
where possible. 
One of the first ideas put forward by Roger Kilsby and teacher David Eynon 
was using school facilities to produce a village magazine to let the village 
know what was going on.  The then school secretary (Mrs Whiterod) and 
other willing typists were recruited to type the ‘skins’ used on the school’s 
direct image duplicator and production began with an edition comprising one 
flat sheet which was delivered around the village by school pupils. 
Improvements followed thick and fast and in no time editions comprising 
several sheets of foolscap paper were being folded and collated by Sid and 
Joan High on their kitchen table after being laboriously printed on the hand-
operated Gestetner duplicator by Les Holmes. 
The editorial content also went from strength to strength with articles from 
such knowledgeable village personalities as Alfred Bavester, Keith Hinde, 
Harold Darling, Sid High, Phil Sullivan and Benny Burton with artistic 
contributions from Denis Cheason, whose incredible talent always managed 
to produce wonderful drawings to illustrate his ‘Nature Notes’ and a 
seasonal front cover drawing, all of which were miniature works of art. 
Other changes followed due to various circumstances and Sue Cheer and 
Beryl Chapman took on the typing and on advice it was thought inadvisable 
to continue with the school pupil delivery service. By this time a small team 
of ‘finishers’ had been recruited by Les Holmes to fold and collate the copies 
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which by now comprised several pages of adverts and several more of 
reports, articles and ever-popular personal recollections from older 
residents. 
Les Holmes arms were beginning to tire with the extra pages and it was 
decided to ‘go automatic’ and a power duplicator was purchased. At about 
this time Dave Halsey was appointed as school caretaker and, as a ex-
compositor in a weak moment offered advice on the way that pages were 
being typeset and made up, and Roger was glad to hand this duty over to 
him, and this was to become his problem for nearly twenty years thereafter!  
Technical improvements continued to be made in both typesetting and 
printing methods and with money made available from the Waterbeach 
Charities a top-of–the-range computer was bought to take care of the 
typesetting and to introduce photo content. Compared with present day 
standards the new computer was tiny, having only four megabytes of 
memory and running at twenty-five MHz. The price from Currys was 
£999.99!  
This machine was way above the output of the school’s BBC computers and 
it was no longer necessary to wait twenty minutes for a scanned picture to 
appear only to be told that there was ‘not enough memory for this operation’! 
The late Mike Machen often came to the rescue and produced many full A4 
size pictures of Waterbeach School classes from Miss Hatley’s collection 
which were printed as a centre-page spread and caused much interest 
among older residents who enjoyed picking out their friends and relatives 
over forty years on. 
Shortly after that a further improvement took place when a Ricoh autoprinter 
was acquired that made its own plates. This produced a good result and the 
production team of Sid High, Denis Cheason, Les Holmes, Ted Rowlands 
and Dave Halsey were rewarded for their combined efforts when ‘Beach 
News’ was awarded first prize out of 145 entries in the 1995 village 
magazine competition run by The Society of Industrial Editors and 
‘Cambridge News’. 
At this time Les Holmes, having no 
more handles to turn, set out to 
recruit a team of ‘finishers’ whom 
he managed with military precision 
for many years thereafter. This 
team of stalwarts comprised mainly 
older village residents and was 
sometimes over twenty strong and 
seemed to enjoy getting together in 
the school hall six times a year to 
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fold and collate 2,500 copies of 64 pages with only coffee and biscuits as a 
reward plus a good catch-up on local events!   
By this time the fame of ‘Beach News’ as an advertising source had spread 
far and wide resulting in a waiting list for space which continues to this day. 
Rules had to be made regarding the use of full-page adverts and priority to 
local advertisers. The revenue generated went towards the production costs 
and together with money received from printing for other people ensured 
that ‘Beach News’ became not only self-supporting but made a modest 
profit. 
Further improvements in production saw the acquisition of a ‘real’ offset litho 
machine which, although excellent results were obtained, had the 
disadvantage of requiring toxic chemicals for making the plates and a skilled 
operator and expensive servicing together with special storage being 
required for materials. This was a financially unviable situation and the 
development of the new digital scan printers meant that as soon as they 
were within reach financially a reconditioned one was acquired which was 
both efficient and cost effective and a much better proposition all round. 
In more recent years, Pam and Mark Clack have collected and collated the 
articles to produce the final copy, ready for printing on the school’s 
Risograph. The printing was done over a period of two weeks in the 
evenings, by Trudi Osler and more recently by Jacqui Rabbett.  The pages 
were collated and folded on a Saturday morning in the School Hall by willing 
volunteers, including members of the Scout group and then delivered to your 
door, often by the same helpers.  
Times have now moved on and it has been decided to have Beach News 

professionally 
printed.  This 
gives a cleaner, 
brighter finish 
and the quality of 
the photographs 
will be greatly 
improved.   
Over the years 
many hundreds 

of people have been associated with the production of ‘Beach News’ in one 
capacity or another, some no longer with us. The Cambridgeshire Collection 
at the Central Library has a comprehensive collection in their archive from 
issue number one and this can be used as a reference to anyone interested. 
There may be other private collections around the village but issues one to 
seven are difficult to find! 
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WASPS 
 

10km Run on Sunday 27th March 2011, 12:30 warm up for 1pm 
start, Waterbeach Barracks Airfield. 
 
 

If you would like to get fitter and help raise money to support the day-to-day 
running of the scheme, toys and equipment, then please join us and take 
part in our run.   
 
 

Entry and sponsor forms are available from WASPS at The Playhouse in the 
Primary School grounds from 8 - 8:30am or 4pm - 6pm.  Alternatively, 
email:playhouse@waterbeach-wasps.org.uk , or call 07899 728935.  There 
is an entry fee of £10. 
 
 

Even if you do not plan to run, please encourage your friends, relatives or 
colleagues to do so; we would also be interested to hear from anybody who 
would like to help on the day.  We would also like to thank Major Hornby and 
the members of his staff who are helping us with our plans.   
 
 

For those of you not familiar with WASPS, we have been running since 1997 
and are a registered charity managed by a small voluntary Management 
Committee made up of mainly working parents/carers who use the Clubs.  
We are regulated and inspected by Ofsted.  We have had lots of staff 
changes over the last year, but now have a great team in place led by our 
Joint Co-ordinators Zoe and Wayne.  We are also in the process of 
appointing two new Holiday Club Co-ordinators, Sy and Tracey. 
 
 

We aim to provide a home from home atmosphere for our children who are 
aged 4-11.  We facilitate play by creating an environment where the children 
can play freely with a variety of resources.  Our Breakfast Club opens at 
7:45am before school and after school WASPS runs until 6pm.  Our Holiday 
Club opens for most of the school holidays from 8am-6pm.   

 

If you would like any information about WASPS please look on our website: 
www.waterbeach-wasps.org.uk,email:playhouse@waterbeach-wasps.org.uk 
or call 01223 861140. 
 
 

Yard Sales 
Back due to popular demand, the Waterbeach Yard Sales will be taking 
place this year on Saturday 9th July from 10am – 4pm.  Pitches £5.00 
Maps can be picked up St. John’s Church Room from 10am and 
refreshments will be available from 11am.  
Please park considerately around the village. 
For more information contact Jan on 01223 512903 
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Waterbeach Feast Cake Competition 2011 
 

All amateur bakers who live in Waterbeach, Landbeach and Chittering are invited to join in. There will 
be two categories – Adult and Children 
 

Adults - Bake a cake, large or small, fancy or plain, decorated if you wish in your own individual way.  
Cakes will be judged on appearance and taste. 
 

Children – Decorate a cup cake in an imaginative and original way.  Cupcakes will be judged on 
appearance only.  
 

Prizes will be awarded on Feast Day to the best cake in each group and then an overall winner.  
Details and entry form also available on www.waterbeach.org  
 

Terms & Conditions 
1. Entries should be delivered to the Waterbeach Community Association stand on Waterbeach Green 

between 10:30am and 11:30am on Feast Day, 11th June 2011. 
2. Entries must be accompanied by a completed entry form. An entry number will be allocated on the day. 
3. Entries must be presented on a non-returnable disposable plate with entrants name on the underside. 
4. Adults - Entry is FREE - By entering, the cakes are donated to Waterbeach Community Association to be 

sold at the Feast or donated locally after judging. 
5. Children - Entry is FREE - Cupcakes may be collected from the WCA stand between 4:30pm and 5:00pm.  

After this time they will donated locally. 
6. Under 18’s must have their parent or guardians permission before entering the competition. 
7. Professional bakers, cake decorators, judges and their families are not eligible to enter. 
8. Adults - entries must be entirely your own work. Cakes will be judged on appearance and taste 
9. Children – the decoration must be entirely your own work. Cakes will be judged on appearance only. 
10. All ingredients must be listed on the entry form for allergy purposes. 
11. We ask you not to use fresh cream as there are no refrigeration facilities. 
12. By entering you are agreeing to have your cake photographed. 
13. Waterbeach Community Association reserves the right to disqualify any entry without notice.  
14. The judges’ decision is final and no correspondence will be entered into.   

Name......................................................................................................................................................... 
 
Address..................................................................................................................................................... 
 
.................................................................................................................................................................. 
 
.................................................................................................................................................................. 
 
Telephone...........................................................Email ........................................................................... 
 
Category (Please tick)    Adult             Children      (Please indicate age of child)    ………….years 
 
Ingredients………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Please write your name on the underside of the plate. 
I certify that my entry complies with the terms and conditions above.  
 
Signature..........................................................................................................Date................................. 
 
Parent/Guardians signature (if under 18 years old).......................................................... 
 
 

 
 
 
 

(For organisers use) ENTRY NUMBER ……………………..   
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Renegades Rugby 
Did you know that the Fen Edge villages have their own Rugby Team? 
Renagades Rugby is a ‘rugby for pleasure’ club based at Cottenham Village 
College. It draws on players from Cottenham and the surrounding villages 
and even tempts players out from Cambridge. 
Although the club is motivated by enjoyment, they have recently been 
enjoying themselves even more having an outstanding run in the Greene 
King Super Deuxieme Nord league. They currently occupy the top slot 
having won all but their first game this season. 
As well as activities on the field, the club is a great social organisation with 
many social activities throughout the year  
The club is always on the look-out for new players. Fresh talent is always 
welcome, as is stale old talent. In fact, talent for the game is not a 
requirement – just enthusiasm and a positive attitude. 
If you would like to take up rugby or renew your relationship with the game, 
why not come along to one of our training evenings which are held at the 
Village College at 6:30pm every Wednesday. Bring boots and prepare to get 
muddy. 
If you would like further information, I can be contacted on Sam@kvgd.com 
or 07789737920 
 
 

The Farmland Museum 
 
 

Open Friday  1st April, 12pm 
 

Friday 1st April to Monday 25th April, Thursday 5th May to Friday June 10th,  
Exhibition:  The Coppice : Ancient Traditions, Sustainable Future? An  
in-house temporary exhibition exploring the ancient tradition of coppicing 
and following its continued use into a contemporary context. The exhibition 
will feature a mini tree trail around the site and examples of how coppicing is 
now put to use to create contemporary furniture. 
 

Sunday 3rd April-Mothering Sunday-“Afternoon Tea at Denny” - Treat your 
mum to a traditional afternoon tea in the picturesque setting of Denny 
Abbey.  Cucumber sandwiches, a slice of cake and a cream and jam scone 
with tea. Admission and afternoon tea ticket: £9 in advance, £11 on the day. 
 

Sunday 10th April, Life Drawing, half-day workshop, 10am-1pm, £13 (please 
bring your own materials) - Working with a professional life model and Ann 
Biggs, a local wildlife artist and experienced tutor, will lead this session 
providing tutoring to there who are new to life drawing and guidance to the 
more experienced. Prior booking essential. 
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Thursday 14 April  “Blossom Day” - Celebrate spring by creating your own 
Japanese style blossom painting. Take your work home with you, but help 
us by making blossom to decorate our tree. Also take part in colour-in 
activities of spring scenes..  12-4pm.  Adults £4.50, Concessions £3.50, 
Children over 5 £3. No need to book.   
 

Saturday April 16th, 5.30am-7.30am, Breakfast with the Birds - Enjoy the 
dawn chorus around the farm with expert Peter Holden, then tuck in to a 
hearty breakfast in the Docky Box café. 
Adults £12, Concessions £10, Children over 5 £3 and family tickets £25 
 

Saturday 16th and Sunday 17th, April, Garden Willow Weaving, 10am-5pm,     
Come and create functional or sculptural structures for your garden. Led by 
Sandra Barker, a professional working basket-maker, beginners will make 
pieces for the garden using the craft of basket-making. £60 for both days, 
£45 for Saturday only (£5 needed for materials on the day). Prior booking 
essential. 
 
 

Thursday 21st April “Twinkling Tiaras and Swashbuckling Swords” - 
Celebrate the Royal Wedding by making your own souvenirs to 
commemorate the special event. Swords for the gentlemen and tiaras for the 
ladies, as well as mugs and other memorabilia out of paper and clay, will 
make sure that you are fully prepared for the special day.  12-4pm.  Adults 
£4.50, Concessions £3.50, Children over 5 £3.  
 

Sunday 24th and Monday 25th  April, 10.30am-5pm 
“Easter at Denny” - Make an Easter bonnet or 
bandana and take part in the parade, weave some 
willow, make your own fluffy Easter lamb and colour 
in our giant Easter egg painting on grass. Complete 
3 or more eggciting Easter activities on offer and 
find your way to the treasure! Adults £5.50, 
Concessions £4.50, Children £3.50 
 

Monday 2nd May, Craft Fair and Book sale  - Adults 
£5.50, Concessions £4.50, Children £3.50 or 
normal admissions. 
 

Saturday 30th, Sunday 1st and Monday 2nd May, 
10.30am-5pm -Exhibition: The Artists of The Farmland Museum - An  
in-house temporary exhibition over the bank holiday celebrating the artistic 
talents of The Farmland Museum volunteers and staff. The exhibition will 
feature some works for sale and a selection of printed cards. 11am-4pm 
Saturday May 7th, 10am-1pm, An Introduction to Jewellery Making -    
An introduction to jewellery making using beads. Local jewellery maker and 
owner  of   Ely  Beads,   Juliet  Mayner  will  introduce  you   to   a  variety  of  
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techniques. £15 (£5 for materials payable on the day 
to the tutor), 10am-1pm, Prior booking essential. 
Saturday 14th May, 6pm-9pm, Abbey After Hours –
part of Museums at night - Normal admission 
rates/chance to visit out of hours. 
Sunday 29th/Monday 30th May, 10.30am-5pm - 1940s 
Farm and Country Fair -A 1940s festival of maypole 
dancing, Madrigal singing, eel making 
demonstrations, heavy horses, real ale stall, birds of 
prey, 1940s re-enactors and much, much more! 
10.30am-5pm. 
Adults £5.50, Concessions £4.50, Children £3.50 

 

The Salvation Army 
Mammoth Charity Sale - The Mammoth Charity Sale at 
Waterbeach Salvation Army, 7 Station Road, 

                 Tuesday 24th May - Saturday 28th May 2011 
Open 9am – 4pm Tuesday – Friday 

Late night opening Wednesday 9am – 8pm 
Closing down sale on Saturday 28th 9am - noon 

 

We will have a van on Saturday 21st May 2011. If you need items collected 
please tel. 01223 571477 a few weeks before.  We can sell anything except 
beds (sofa beds are ok), artificial Christmas trees and electrical items. 
Refreshments will be available all day! 
Please come and have a browse, we look forward to seeing you. 
 

Once again the Charity Sale (2010) exceeded all expectations and certainly 
was aptly named “Mammoth” Charity Sale! Your generosity was 
overwhelming and we at the Salvation Army truly thank you, not only for 
your donations, but also for your invaluable help.  We had an outdoor and an 
indoor shop all week, because there were so many items for sale. We 
thanked God for the glorious weather, so that we were able to set up shop in 
the car park. It really is a social occasion, people meet as they look around 
and then go and have lunch or tea and cake – one of the joys of living in a 
village and being part of a community, there’s usually someone that you 
know. What a great recycling effort!  The final total was - (worthy of a drum 
roll!) ………….£6081.17 – absolutely amazing!!!! We usually give 10 per 
cent to another charity, but this year we decided to use it to meet needs in 
our own community here in Waterbeach, therefore helping one another by 
means of the Charity Sale.  Once again we would like to say a “Mammoth” 
thank you, hope to see you in May.   
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Children’s Page  
‘Young Voices’ 
Our trip to the O2 arena was incredible.  Everyone thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves.  We left the school early in the morning and then spent the 
whole day rehearsing at the O2.  It was a very exhausting day.  The concert 
started at 7.00pm and we returned to the village around 12.00pm!  We were 
extremely tired. 
My favourite songs were the Pop Medley, Bright Eyes and the Michael 
Jackson tribute, because they felt special and sounded amazing with 
everyone singing together in unison.  The atmosphere was brilliant and the 
music that filled the arena sounded sensational.  As I sang my heart out, I 
felt proud to be representing our school.  If anyone else ever has the chance 
to go and sing in a Young Voices Concert, then go for it because you would 
not want to miss it for the world.  It was an experience that I will never forget. 

���������		�
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Mother’s Day Wordsearch  
See if you can find the words.  They can go forwards, backwards, up and 
down, and diagonally.   

 
 
 
 

t p o h h a e e t a 

r d r d a c e s l h 

n a n t k c a r d w 

s y r i m f n e w s 

a s t a k f t w b y 

 s e t a l o c o h c 

a r e h t o m l e e 

m r e o a w l f l w 

b l o v e l y e a r 

p o e e e n a c h f 

card 

beach 

chocolates 

help 

mother 

breakfast 

day 

kind 

news 

flowers 

lovely 

tea  
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FEAST DAY 11th JUNE 2011 – PITCH BOOKING FORM 
 

Please complete and return Pitch Booking Form and a Risk Assessment (see note below) to  
9 Providence Way, Waterbeach, Cambridge, CB25 9QH by 15h April 2011. 
Please note the conditions that you should conform to on the day. 
 

• All stalls / equipment must be erected by noon and vehicles moved from the area.  
• The limits of the marked pitch are not to be exceeded. Please ensure you order the correct amount 

of pitches to fit your tent/gazebo. Mistakes cannot be rectified on the day. 
• All stalls / equipment must be removed by 6pm.  
• Prices for all the rides / stalls must be clearly advertised. 
• All sales must be conducted within your allocated pitch area. 
• No pressurised selling will be tolerated. 
• The chosen use of your pitch cannot be exclusive.  There may be more than one vendor offering the 

same product. 
• The sale or supply of alcohol to under 18's is an offence under the licensing act 2003.   

A notice stating this must be displayed on any stall supplying alcohol. Please remember this includes 
prizes from draws, raffles, tombola’s etc.   

• All stall holders and assistants must wear ID showing name and organisation.  
• All rubbish to be removed from your pitch (and taken to the skip provided, not left with the bins around 

the ring) at the end of the day.  
• Please inform us if you are unable to attend the Feast at the last moment.  
• Pitches are a standard width (frontage) of 12ft for a single pitch. 
• No tents, gazebos, tables or chairs will be provided. 

 

PITCH FEES 
 

Community Association 
Members 

Single 12ft pitch - £15 
   Additional 12ft pitch - £25 each 

Charity Stalls Single 12ft pitch - £35 
   Additional 12ft pitch - £35 each 

Trade Stalls Single 12ft pitch - £45 
   Additional 12ft pitch - £55 each 

For Health and Safety reasons the Waterbeach Community Association is required to hold Risk Assessments 
from each pitch user before Feast Day. Therefore 

ALL Pitch users are required to submit a Risk Assessment.  A pitch will not be allocated unless a 
signed & dated Risk Assessment is received with the Pitch Booking Form 

If you require a Risk Assessment form email feast@waterbeach.org or leave a message on 01223 476601 
ALL Charity and Trade stalls must also submit a copy of their Public Liability Insurance. 

 
 

I/we would like to book a pitch: (confirmation of pitches will be forwarded subject to availability). 
 
Organisation / trade name: ……………………………………………….................................................................... 
 
Number of pitches: …..............................    Adjoining:  YES / NO      Fee Enclosed: £........................................... 
 
Use of stall: ………………………………………………………………………........................................................... 
 
 

Risk Assessment attached:        (Please tick)              Copy of Public Liability Insurance attached (if applicable)  
 
PLEASE STATE (Member, Charity or Trade) …………………………………......................................................... 
 
Contact details – Name...........................................................................................................................................    
 
Address................................................................................................................................................................... 
 
………………………………………………………………Telephone………………………….................................. 
 
Email....................................................................................................................................................................... 
 

I/we agree to the terms and conditions above 
 

SIGNED:   ……………………………........................................DATE:   …………………………………………….. 
PLEASE ENCLOSE PAYMENT WITH BOOKING FORM (Cheques payable to “Waterbeach Community Association”) 
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Digital Television Switchover   
 

On 30th March, the BBC 2 analogue channel will be switched off in 
Cambridgeshire, followed by the remaining analogue channels on 13th April. 
From then on, if you aren’t set up to receive digital, you won’t be able to 
watch your television.  
This can be a worrying prospect, and at Cambridgeshire County Council’s 
Trading Standards Service we want to ensure that you know where to go for 
advice.  
 

How will it affect me?  - If you have Sky TV, Freesat from Sky, Freesat or 
Virgin Media you don’t need to do anything (but note, additional TVs in the 
house may be affected). 
If you have Freeview, BT Vision or Top Up TV you will need to re-tune your 
television 5 times in 2011. Guidance on re-tuning can be found on Digital 
UK’s website (below). Alternatively you can pay a trader to re-tune it each time. 
If you currently have five channels or fewer, you have three options:  
Option 1: get a digital box. If you get a good analogue picture through your 
aerial now, you could purchase a Freeview set top box. Other options are 
satellite services ‘Freesat from Sky’ or ‘Freesat’. Once purchased, these do 
not have a monthly fee. For even more channels, consider a monthly 
subscription service from Sky, BT Vision or Top Up TV. Your existing TV 
should work fine with any of these, provided it has an aerial or Scart socket. 
Only Freeview requires an aerial, and in most cases, if your current 
analogue picture is OK, your aerial should work fine with Freeview. If you do 
need a new aerial, contact the Registered Digital Installers Licensing Body 
on 01353 644040 or visit www.rdi-lb.tv for a list of registered installers.  
Option 2: buy a new Freeview recorder with twin tuners. This will receive 
digital television, acting as a digital box, and is also a recorder, allowing you 
to watch one channel while recording another. After the switchover, if you 
don’t have a digital recorder, you will only be able to record the channel you 
are watching.   
Option 3: buy a new television that has a built in digital tuner. Look for -  
 

Where can I go for advice? - You can contact Digital UK on 08456 50 50 50 
for advice or visit their website www.digitaluk.co.uk. If you have a hearing or 
speech impediment, contact the textphone service on 0845 2340380. 
 

What is the Help Scheme? - A Help Scheme is available if you are 75 or 
over, have lived in a care home for over six months, get certain disability 
benefits or are registered blind or partially sighted. If you are eligible you 
should have received a letter from the Scheme, but if you are in any doubt, 
contact the scheme on 0800 4085900 or visit www.helpscheme.co.uk.   
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Waterbeach Scout Group 
 

We would like to say a big thank you for your support when we came round 
door-to-door collecting with Santa in December.  We raised £1036.44 for the 
Princess of Wales Hospital Trust and the Scout & Guide Hut repair fund. 
The year is already off to a busy start planning our fundraisers and our 
winter and summer camps. 
Forthcoming events at the Scout Hut; 
We have bingo dates for Friday 11th March, Friday 22nd April (Easter Eggs 
for prizes) and Friday 13th May. Anyone is welcome to come along and join 
us. The games begin at 8pm, finishing about 9:30pm. 
Horse Race Evening - 19th March, first race 8pm.  Enjoy the fun of watching 
the horse you’ve backed race to the finishing line! Tickets £6 each (includes 
meal) please bring your own drinks.  Tickets available from Bill Moon Tel:  
07879 626682, Shirley Hayhoe 07767 793505 or from any section leader or 
committee member. 
We will be doing our ‘Big Breakfast’ again at the Spring Fayre on Saturday 
2nd April, 10am - 2pm. Tombola, cakes, plants, books and more! 
Our annual Fun Day is on Sunday 1st May 2pm – 9pm. There will be FREE 
sports for all between the ages of 6 -14 years. Entrants need to be at the 
Scout Hut to sign up for the events from 1-30pm. We will also have the 
climbing wall up again. There will be the barbeque, jacket potatoes and 
cakes on sale for when you’re feeling a bit peckish. After the sports there will 
be the disco in the hut to finish the evening off. 

Breathe Easy 
 
 
 

Members enjoyed a Post-Christmas Meal at Denson 
Close Community Room in January.  Apart from our 
Members, it was attended by our supporters, 
Councillor Charlie Nightingale, a Respiratory Consultant from Addenbrookes 
including a nurse, our Community Respiratory Team, Respiratory 
Physiotherapists and Co-Creating Health Team.  Some 36 people attended 
and it brightened up what is usually a dismal month after Christmas! 
This is one of the many things that we organise and if anyone who is 
suffering from a lung condition is interested in joining our Group, they are 
very welcome.  We meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at Denson Close 
Community Room, Waterbeach from 2.00 p.m. - 4.00 p.m.  We usually have 
a speaker and a Respiratory Nurse in attendance. Come along for a cuppa 
and a chat with a raffle - all free!  You can contact either Jean on 01223 
697439 or Barbara on 01223 440289. 
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Waterbeach Colts FC 
 

We are a friendly, ever expanding children’s football club 
based at Waterbeach Recreational Ground. We are a Chartered Standard 
club, affiliated to the Cambridgeshire FA, and have being running for eight 
years. Currently we have twelve teams which are as follows: 
 

Non League  Mini League           Colts League                  
Under 6’s   Under 8’s      Under 12’s  
Under 7’s   Under 9’s      Under 13’s 
    Under 10’s (We have two teams)  Under 15’s 
    Under 11’s     Under 16’s 

 

Under 15’s Girls 
 

If you are interested in joining please give us a ring 01223 440942, we look 
forward to hearing from you. We exist on a purely volunteer basis, and 
therefore need parental support within the individual teams, fundraising, and 
the club committee. The committee is responsible for the organisation of the 
club, with many differing roles, so don’t be shy in coming forward.   

 
 

Fen Edge Twinning Association 
FETA is a thriving group of families from the Fen Edge villages who 
participate in annual meetings with our French counterparts from Avrillé, 
which is near to Angers in the Loire Valley region.  Everyone from 
Cottenham, Rampton, Willingham, Landbeach and Waterbeach is welcome 
to take part in either the trips to France or to host a French family. We have 
a real mixture of members so whether you are single, a couple, a family, 
young,  old,  new to the villages or born  and  bred here you will find this  an  
interesting group. 
 

Last October, we hosted 60 French visitors for a fun-packed weekend and 
this year we welcomed many new guests, including several primary school 
children travelling with their parents or grandparents.  There were lots of 
activities to choose from over the weekend: a trip to Wimpole Hall and Home 
Farm, a ranger-led walk and art activity at Milton Country Park, a bilingual 
Church service, a guided tour of Cambridge and a gala dinner cooked by the 
students of CRC. The activities were a good chance to meet others in the 
group, but everyone was free to take part in as many (or as few) activities as 
they wished. 
At the end of May this year, we will be heading away for a weekend of 
French hospitality.  The programme of activities is not yet fixed but in 
previous years the French have organised sightseeing trips to vineyards, 
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rose gardens and chateaux; sporting activities such as canoeing, cycling 
and hiking; and long lazy meals in various settings, including a chateau, a 
speciality restaurant and the glorious outdoors. We will travel out on Friday 
25th May and return on bank holiday Monday.  A coach is booked for those 
wishing to travel together but some families will travel independently to make 
the most of the half-term holiday.    

 

We are always happy to welcome new members and now that both 
Cottenham and Willingham primary schools are linked with their 
counterparts in Avrille, we would really like to encourage families with 
children at primary school to get involved. If you're tempted to join us, either 
for the visit to France in May or to host in the future, please contact either 
Anna Vining (panda@vining.co.uk) or Julia Gwilt (juliagwilt@gmail.com or 
07815 780586) for more information. 
 

Wicken Fen  
 

If you want to lose a little weight for the summer why not try the National 
Trust’s Outdoor Gym Challenge. The month long programme involves power 
walking (you can run if you like) interspersed with exercises such as jumping 
jacks , spotty dogs and tree press ups and can take as little as half an hour a 
day. Details of the Outdoor Gym, videos and downloadable exercise 
programmes can be found at  
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-vh/w-visits/w-visits-outdoor-gym.htm . 
 

If the Outdoor Gym is a little too much then why not join Lois, our 
Community Officer and her team of volunteers on a Health Walk at the fen 
each Wednesday morning. The walks last approximately 1 hour and cover 
3-4 miles. The walks are a great way to get some gentle exercise and meet 
or make new friends. Meet in the carpark at 10am if you fancy tagging along. 
 

If you’re planning a visit to Wicken Fen or the wider Vision lands we have 
recently placed a series of downloadable maps detailing recommended 
routes for walkers, cyclists and horse riders on our website. The maps can 
be found at www.wicken.org.uk/maps.htm  
 

A major project has been undertaken over the winter months to help 
conserve the rare wetland plants communities found on Wickens ancient 
Sedge Fen. Historically the fen periodically flooded with calcium rich river 
water which had filtered through the chalk of the Newmarket Hills before 
flowing towards Wicken. Flooding has now diminished, primarily due to 
shrinkage of the surrounding land following its drainage for arable use. The 
fen’s main source of water is now rainwater, which is more acidic and has   
led to a decline in its delicate plant communities. 
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To help the plant 
communities recover the 
Environment Agency has 
created a new 
watercourse to carry the 
calcium rich water to the 
fen. The most noticeable 
part of the works is a new 
wind pump which will lift 
the water onto the fen, 
where it will gradually 
recharge the watertable. It 
is perhaps ironic that 
Wicken’s historic wooden wind pump was originally used to drain nearby 
Adventurer’s Fen for peat cutting, whilst its modern metal counterpart is 
designed to replace rather than remove water.  

 

Local basket maker Nadine Anderson will also be hosting a series of her 
popular Willow Weaving Workshops in March and early April. Making Plant 
Supports (Sat 19 Mar and Fri 25 - 10am or 2pm £28) a half day workshop to 
make traditional willow plant supports for your garden; Willow Border Edges 
and Trellis Workshop (Sat 26 Mar - 10am-4pm £55) Willow Birds (Sat 2 April 
10am-4pm £55)  

 

Other forthcoming events include; Mucky Pups Springtime Art and Craft 
(Wed 16 March - 1030 -12 noon £3.75) – a Spring trail and arts and crafts 
for pre-schoolers; Spring Walk with the Warden (Sun 20 Mar at 2pm £6.50- 
includes tea and slice of cake). Why not treat your mum to a special 
Mothering Sunday High Tea on Sunday 3 April. 

 

For Easter we are running an Easter Trail over the bank holiday weekend. 
The trail runs from 10am from Good Friday to Easter Monday and those that 
complete the trail will receive a Cadbury’s Egghead. The trail costs £1.50 
(normal admission applies). Other Easter holiday events include Fairies and 
Pixies-discover the magical secrets of the fen (Mon 11 April - 10.30am or 
2pm), Pond Dipping (Tues 12 & 19 April, timed tickets from 12.00 with 
optional minibeast hunt – £1.50, plus 75p for minibeast hunt), Springtime 
Arts and Crafts (Wed 13 & 20 April - 10.30am or 2pm), Mud Glorious Mud- 
the perfect chance to get really mucky – muddy art, construction and games 
(Fri 15 April - 10.30 or 2pm) and Wicken Warriors- tracks and trails, wildlife 
detection and wild skills (Mon 18 April - 10.30 or 2pm).  Advance booking is 
strongly recommended for all events. Please contact the Visitor Centre on 
01353 720274 



COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION MEMBERS 
 

1ST WATERBEACH BROWNIES                                                Rowena Small – 01223 570850 

1ST WATERBEACH GUIDES                                               Lorraine Warburton - 01223 575792 

1ST WATERBEACH RAINBOWS                                                 Diana Morgan - 01223 861398 

32ND CAMBRIDGE (WATERBEACH) SCOUT GROUP               William Moon – 01223 440259 
 
BEACH BOWLS CLUB                           Tony Reuben - 01223 861001 

BEACH SOCIAL CLUB                                                                  Julie Chester - 01223 860033 

BUCHANAN CHILDREN’S CENTRE                              Caroline Osborne - 01223 204435 

CATS PROTECTION - CAMBRIDGE BRANCH                       Information Line - 01223 441880 

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION CHAIRPERSON                         Jacqui Rabbett - 01223 860993 

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION SECRETARY                                                        01223 860993 

COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION TREASURER                                   Mike Sharp - 01223 862969 

HAPPY FOLKS CLUB                                                                   Mrs A Coxall – 07767 072169    

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION - WATERBEACH & LANDBEACH   Norman Foster - 01223 474622 

ROYAL ENGINEERS ASSOCIATION                                             Brian Simm - 01487 832982 

ST. JOHN’S CHURCH                           Revd Lucy Cleland -01223 860353 

WATERBEACH WIVES GROUP                                                        Sheila Gill - 01223 861999 

THE WAY PROJECT                                Suzy Kay - 01223 502620 

WASPS (WATERBEACH AFTER SCHOOL PLAY SCHEME)     Zoe Palmer/Wayne Badcock - 01223 861140 

WATERBEACH & DISTRICT GARDENING CLUB                         Peter Dixon - 01223 860280 

WATERBEACH BAPTIST CHAPEL                                                Robin Giles - 01223 862494 

WATERBEACH BRASS                                                                     David Pell - 01223 860396 

WATERBEACH COLTS F.C.                                                          Lynne West – 01223 440942 

WATERBEACH COMMUNITY PLAYERS                                    Julie Petrucci - 01223 880023 

WATERBEACH COMMUNITY PLAYGROUP                             Diana Morgan - 01223 861398 

WATERBEACH DAY CENTRE FOR THE ELDERLY             William Bullivant – 01223 862506 



WATERBEACH FOOTBALL CLUB                                          Margaret Harris – 01223 861206

WATERBEACH INDEPENDENT LENDING LIBRARY                 Sarah Smart – 01223 440018

WATERBEACH SALVATION ARMY                                            Wendy Brown - 01223 506217

WATERBEACH SCHOOL P.T.A                                               Cressi Downing - 07976 635774

WATERBEACH TODDLER PLAYGROUP                               Wayne Badcock - 07808 357729

WATERBEACH VILLAGE SOCIETY                                            Adrian Wright - 01223 861846

WATERBEACH WI                                Jane Gibb - 01223 721194

Other useful numbers:

BEACHES COMMUNITY CAR SERVICE              07807 875878

COUNTY COUNCILLOR                   Michael Williamson - 01223 860899

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR                          Peter Johnson - 01223 560918 or 07947 475549

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR                                  James Hockney - 01223 864891

DOCTORS SURGERY – WATERBEACH                                                             01223 860387

FIRE & RESCUE SERVICE - Non Emergency Calls                                       01223 376217

LANDBEACH VILLAGE HALL                                                       Mrs. Bullman - 01223 860692

PARISH COUNCIL                                Sarah Smart - 01223 440018

PARISH PATHS GROUP                                                              D. Armstrong - 01223 861586

POLICE - Non Emergency Calls                                                                   0345 456 4564

ST LAWRENCES CATHOLIC CHURCH                                                              01223 704640

VILLAGE CORRESPONDENT                                                     Janice Maltby - 01223 861191

WATERBEACH BARRACKS-STATION STAFF OFFICER           Dave Hornby - 01223 204406

WATERBEACH SCHOOL                                                    01223 718988

WATERBEACH TURBARY CHARITY                                         Pam Gooding - 01223 861003

WATERBEACH UNITED CHARITIES                                          Pam Gooding - 01223 861003

YOUTH OUTREACH WORKER                                          David Beasley - 07790 930191


